Mu1: a very high affinity subtype of enkephalin binding sites in rat brain.
Displacement studies of [3H]-[D-Ala2-MePhe4-Gly-ol5]-enkephalin ([3H]-DAGO) and [3H]-[D-Ala2-D-Leu5]-enkephalin ([3H]-DADL) by the corresponding unlabeled ligands show that there are at least three classes of sites which bind these enkephalin analogs with high affinity. Using computer modeling, the introduction of the third site significantly improved the goodness of fit in ten consecutive experiments. These sites appear to correspond to the mu, delta and mu 1 sites, with mean dissociation constants of 11, 1.3 and 0.9 nM for DADL and 2.5, 300 and 0.3 nM for DAGO, respectively.